
New College of Florida Board of Trustees 
Academic, Student, and External Affairs Committee Meeting 

August 20, 2025 at 4:00 – 5:00 P.M. (EST) 

To Join Virtually Visit: 
https://ncf.zoom.us/j/93087865166?pwd=iaEdabN58dTax

qoQVWO8BR6hM1lJEu.1 
Passcode:978904 

Meeting Agenda 

1. Call to Order – Roll Call, Establish Quorum, Confirm Notice of
Public Meeting
Committee members: Trustee Bauerlein, Chair, Trustee Anderson, Trustee
Baldonado, Trustee Harvey, Trustee Jacquot, Trustee Kesler, Trustee Rufo,
Trustee Spalding, Trustee Jenks, Chair of BOT (Ex-Officio)

2. Approval of April 1, 2025 Committee Meeting Minutes (Action Item)

3. Approval of the Annual General Education Courses for the 2026-27
Academic Year (Action Item)

4. Updates on Post Tenure Review (Informational Item)

5. Closing Remarks and Adjournment
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New College of Florida Board of Trustees 
Academic Affairs, Student, and External Affairs Committee Meeting 

Draft Minutes for April 1, 2025 
 
In attendance via Zoom: 
Trustee Bauerlein (Committee Chair), and Trustee Committee Members Trustee Anderson, 
Trustee Jacquot, Trustees Chair Debra Jenks (Ex-Officio), Trustee Kesler, Trustee McDonald 
and Trustee Mikkelsen. Not in attendance: Trustee Rufo, Trustee Spalding 

In addition, David Brickhouse, Richard Corcoran, Christie Fitz-Patrick, David Rancourt, David 
Rohrbacher were present. 

Call to Order 
Chair Bauerlein called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. Roll call was taken and quorum was 
established. Meeting has been publicly noticed. 
 
Approval of June 10, 2024 Committee Meeting Minutes 
A motion to approve the June 10, 2024 Committee Meeting Minutes was made by Trustee 
Kelser, seconded by Trustee Jenks and was approved by voice vote unanimously. 

Approval of Tenure Track Candidate 
A motion to approve Tenure Track Candidate Dr. Audrey Skripnikov was made by Trustee 
McDonald, seconded by Trustee Anderson and was approved by voice vote unanimously. 
 
Approval of New Academic Degree Programs  
A motion to approve Great Books AOC was made by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee 
Anderson and was approved by voice vote unanimously. 
 
A motion to approve International Commerce AOC was made by Trustee Jenks, seconded by 
Trustee Anderson and was approved by voice vote unanimously. 
 
A motion to postpone the Educational Leadership Master’s degree was made by Trustee 
McDonald, seconded by Trustee Mikkelsen and failed based on a voice vote. 
 
A motion to place the Educational Leadership Master’s degree as an action item on the full board 
agenda was made by Trustee Jenks seconded by Trustee Anderson and was approved by roll 
call vote with Trustee Kesler voting no.  
 
Approval of New Academic Degree Program at New College: Master’s in Educational 
Leadership  
A motion to move the approval of New Academic Degree Program at New College: Master’s in 
Educational Leadership to the full board consent agenda on April 9 was made by Trustee Kelser 
seconded by Trustee Jenks and was approved by roll call vote with Trustee McDonald voting 
no.  
 
Closing Remarks and Adjournment 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:02 a.m. 



 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christie Fitz-Patrick  
Chief of Staff/BOT Liaison 



NEW COLLEGE OF FLORIDA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Meeting Date: August 27, 2025 

SUBJECT: Annual General Education Courses for 2026-27 

 
PROPOSED BOARD ACTIONS 
Approval of the Annual General Education Courses for the 2026-27 Academic Year 

BACKGROUND 
Florida Statute 1007.55(2) requires the Boards of Trustees and presidents of all 
public colleges and universities to review and approve, at a public meeting, 
general education course requirements. This Board, then, must meet prior to 
September 1, 2025 to review and approve all general education courses to be 
offered during the 2026-27 academic year. These courses are then reviewed by 
the Florida Board of Governors, with performance-based funding withheld until the 
list of general education courses is approved. 

Florida Statute 1007.55 establishes principles for general education courses: 

(1) The Legislature finds it necessary to ensure that every 
undergraduate student of a Florida public postsecondary 
educational institution graduates as an informed citizen through 
participation in rigorous general education courses that promote and 
preserve the constitutional republic through traditional, historically 
accurate, and high-quality coursework. General education courses 
should provide broad foundational knowledge to help students 
develop intellectual skills and habits that enable them to become 
more effective and lifelong learners. Courses with a curriculum 
based on unproven, speculative, or exploratory content are best 
suited as elective or specific program prerequisite credit, not general 
education credit. General education courses must: 
(a) Meet the course standards as provided in s. 1007.25; and 
(b) Whenever applicable, provide instruction on the historical 

background and philosophical foundation of Western civilization 
and this nation’s historical documents, such as the Declaration 
of Independence, the United States Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights and subsequent amendments, and the Federalist Papers. 

Florida Board of Governors Regulation 8.005 and Florida Statute 1007.25 provide 
additional principles, standards, and content criteria for general education courses 
that “contain high-level academic and critical thinking skills and common 
competencies that students must demonstrate to successfully complete the 
course.” The courses also “may not distort significant historical events or include a 
curriculum that teaches identity politics, violates s. 1000.05, or is based on 
theories that systemic racism, sexism, oppression, and privilege are inherent in 
the institutions of the United States and were created to maintain social, political, 
and economic inequities.”
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String&URL=1000-1099/1007/Sections/1007.55.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String&URL=1000-1099/1007/Sections/1007.55.html
https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Regulation_8.005_FINAL.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String&URL=1000-1099/1007/Sections/1007.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String&URL=1000-1099/1000/Sections/1000.05.html


The Board of Governors has identified five core areas in which each student must 
complete one course: Humanities, Natural Sciences, Civic Literacy, Mathematics, 
and Communication. Last year the Board of Trustees approved courses to fulfill 
these requirements; these courses are listed in the packet. 
 
The Board of Governors also requires an additional four elective courses in general 
education. Other colleges in the SUS have approved a wide range of introductory 
courses to fulfill this requirement; the approved general education electives for the 
University of Florida are attached for illustrative purposes. The Board of Trustees of 
New College of Florida last year approved a different approach to general education 
requirements, one more way in which New College is distinct in the SUS. General 
education electives must fit into the category of Enduring Human Questions. These 
courses promote student engagement with the most important questions through 
the Great Books. Last year the Board of Trustees approved courses that fit in this 
category; these courses are listed in the packet. 
 
This year the Board of Trustees are being asked to approve an additional seven 
courses for the Enduring Human Questions/general education electives category, 
and an additional course, recently approved by the Board of Governors, to meet the 
Civic Literacy requirement, for academic year 26/27. Courses approved by the 
Board of Trustees will be submitted to the Board of Governors for further review and 
approval. 

 
Supporting Documentation: Course Information  
 
Facilitator(s)/Presenter(s): David Rohrbacher, Provost and Vice President of 
Academic Affairs  
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